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Outline

~When the tide is out, the table is set~

■ Overview of Alaska Native Tribes in the Prince William Sound (Willow)

■ CRRC Traditional Foods Research and Initiatives (Willow)

■ Wetland Mapping in the Prince William Sound (Willow)

■ Tribal, Water Quality Monitoring Program (Chelsea)

■ Climate Change and Subsistence Resources (Chelsea)
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Traditional Foods Assessment

Food represents culture. Food is an intimate personal choice that is influenced by historical patterns, 
environmental considerations and, most importantly, cultural norms.

■ The participants answered that, overall, 
hunting/gathering and sharing are the 
most important sources of food for people 
in their community with grocery stores 
being a close third.

■ Nearly 100% of our participants answered 
that they wanted to preserve their cultural 
food traditions.

■ Elders and other relatives were, mainly, 
the ones with knowledge of their cultural 
food traditions.

■ At least 40 people in their community are 
skilled in traditional hunting, and/or 
collection and uses of traditional foods.

– 60% of participants answered that 
they had no one in their community 
teaching courses on culture or food.
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Regional Traditional Foods Poster



Regional Traditional 
Foods Recipe Book



Regional Traditional Foods Recipe Book



Regional Traditional Foods Recipe Book



Regional Traditional Foods Recipe Book



Wetland 
Mapping

The Wetland Program Plan 
details the implementation of 
effective wetland 
conservation, restoration, and 
management. This plan will 
put in place action items and 
a procedure for the mapping 
of wetlands in the Chugach 
region (specific to CRRC tribes 
only). In addition to the 
wetland program plan 
development, we have money 
to map existing wetlands in 
the region using geographic 
information systems (GIS).





TRIBAL CLIMATE 
CHANGE ADAPTATION 

Presented by: Chelsea Kovalcsik
Regional Environmental Coordinator

Chugach Regional Resources Commission



POLL
How often do you eat wild foods? 
(moose, shellfish, fish, berries, etc.)

A. Almost daily
B.Multiple times a week
C. A few times a month
D.A few times a year
E. Never



Ocean Acidification
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Ocean 
Acidification 
& Shellfish 
Research 
Laboratory Ocean Acidification & Shellfish 

Research Lab

OA Sampling Sites on the Kenai 
Peninsula



Burke-o-lator

Allows the hatchery to 
continuously monitor 

multiple ocean 
parameters, 

distribute that data in 
real time, test 

discreet samples, and 
dose the water tanks.

Invented by Burke Hales,     
Oregon State University



Two Data Portals
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2 )  h t tp : / / w w w. i p a coa .o rg/



APSH is now 
processing seawater 
samples collected on 

a weekly basis by 
citizen scientists from 

Alaska Native 
communities around 
Southcentral Alaska 
following established 
protocols using APSH 
produced field kits.



Climate Change Adaptation:
Tank Dosing

■ Burke-o-lator gives us the capacity to measure 
water chemistry

■ Adding soda ash increases the pH



Climate 
Change & 
Traditional 
Foods

Arctic waters contain higher 
concentrations of carbon dioxide 

than tropical or temperate waters, 
making them more susceptible to 

ocean acidification.

“While traditional foods restore physical health, 
they are also central to cultural and spiritual 

traditions. Healthy and productive people are the 
cornerstone of our healthy communities. The 

intrinsic value of harvesting and consuming local 
food in traditional ways cannot be over stated.” 

- Patrick Norman, Chief of Port Graham

A local statement is,                                         
“when the tide is out, the table is set.”

Healthy shell
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UNDERSTANDING THE 
REGULATORY PROCESS

Presented by: Chelsea Kovalcsik
Chugach Regional Resources Commission

Regional Environmental Coordinator
PWS Natural History Symposium

Aiding co-management  of Tribal Subsistence Resources





Purpose 
of the 
Workshop

The purpose was to provide 
an introduction to the 
operations of the Board of 
Game (BoG), review of 
proposals affecting 
subsistence hunting 
regulations in southcentral 
Alaska, and learning 
methods of providing 
effective public testimony.

■



Public Testimony

Eric Kvasnikoff, Nanwalek

“Villages are majority subsistence, 
we’re limited on employment and a 
lot of people rely on local foods for 
warmth and part of their income, so 
when other people come in it’s hard 
for our people to fill our freezers for 
winter… we rely on people to share 
their meat with each other….”

Timothy Malchoff, Port Graham
“We would hope that Board issues more Tier II hunting permits or make that area a Tier-
1 hunting area to help the local residents be able to hunt and harvest moose. Port 
Graham and Nanwalek have a combined population of 462 residents and because 
employment opportunities are limited, these residents heavily rely on the subsistence 
lifestyle to feed their households.”



OUTCOMES

Empowering tribes to become more 
involved with regulatory processes.

‘I appreciate you folks (Timothy 
Malchoff, Deborah McMullen and Eric 

Kvasnikoff) for coming up and 
enlightening us on your home country 
there so thank you for coming thank 

you for that’ [Karen Linnell].



Future Directions –
Fertile Ground Campaign

Awarded a one-year grant through First Nations 
Development Institute to continue our project, 
“Chugach Hunting, Fishing, and Gathering 
Taskforce – Empowering our People, Encouraging 
Involvement, Changing Regulations” in all seven 
CRRC Member Tribes. 



https://www.facebook.com/crrcalaska/http://www.crrcalaska.org/

Willow Hetrick, Executive Director
Chugach Regional Resources Commission
1840 Bragaw Street, Suite 150
Anchorage, Alaska 99508-3463
Cell: 907-330-9085
Email: willow@crrcalaska.org

Chelsea Kovalcsik, Regional Environmental Coordinator
Chugach Regional Resources Commission
1840 Bragaw Street, Suite 150
Anchorage, Alaska 99508-3463
Cell: 216-347-0579
Email: chelsea@crrcalaska.org

https://www.facebook.com/crrcalaska/?ref=bookmarks
http://www.crrcalaska.org/
tel:907-227-8537

	Prince William Sound Natural History Symposium��Chugach Region Environmental Initiatives
	Outline
	Message from CRRC’s Chairman of the Board and Port Graham Village Council Chief
	Slide Number 4
	CRRC Region
	Chugach Regional Resources Commission Prince William Sound Tribes
	Traditional Foods Assessment
	Traditional Foods Assessment
	Regional Traditional Foods Poster
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Wetland Mapping
	Slide Number 15
	� Tribal Climate �Change Adaptation �
	POLL
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Ocean Acidification & Shellfish Research Laboratory
	Burke-o-lator
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Climate Change Adaptation:�Tank Dosing
	Climate Change & Traditional Foods
	� Understanding the regulatory process�
	Slide Number 27
	Purpose �of the Workshop
	Public Testimony
	Outcomes	
	Future Directions – �Fertile Ground Campaign
	Slide Number 32

